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CORRESPONDENCE 
CONCERNING THE 0:U .. AIMS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
TEXAS UPON THE ST.A.TE OF TEXAS. 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE, AUSTIN, .March 28, 188~. 
IJr. Wagoener: 
MY DEAR SIR:-I would be pleased to have you 
o.r Dr. Wooten supply me, at your earliest con-
venience, such information as you may possess 
relating to tho tunds of the University, claimed 
to have been appropriated to other purposes by 
former Legislatu1·es and still remaining unpaid. 
Very l'espectfully, etc. 
L. S. Ross, 
Govel'nor. 
UNIVFRSITY OF TEx4s, March 28, 1888 . 
. His ExcellenC'y, Govemor L. S. Ross, Austin, Tewas : 
DEAR 8rR:-In reply to your favor of this date 
asking for information "relating to the funds of 
the University claimed to have been appropri-
ated to other purposes by former Legislatures 
and still rernaining unpaid," I beg leave to ·call 
attention to the following: 
The funds due the University from the State 
may be classed under three heads: First, (A) the 
amount misappropriated for the maintenance of 
the .Prairie View N orn1al School; second, (B) the 
.amount borrowed from the University Fund by 
the State and not returned; third, ( 0) the amount 
due on State Warrants received for Universitv 
lands but not paid to the Univ~rsity. v 
A. Tlie .Prair1e View Norrnal School.-The Prairie 
View Normal School is a State institution for 
the instruction of colored teachers, and is now 
entirely supported out of the general revenue. 
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It has no statutory connec.tion with the Univer-
sity, and never had any; yet between t.he years 
1879 and 1881 the following appropriations out 
of the University fund were made for the sup-
port and n1aintenance of this school: 
Act of April 29, 1879 ..........•.•.....................•...•. $12,000 
Act of July 9, 1879...................................... . ... l,600 
Act of April 1, 1881. .........••.......... . ... . .. · ........... 14,000 
Total. .•...........•........................... . ....... $z7 ,600 
Of this amount only $14,495. 73 was disbuFsed, 
as appears from the statement made by Comp-
troller Wm. J. Swain, in answer to inquiry made 
November 27, 1886: 
"AUSTIN, November 27, 1886. 
"Hon. T. D. Wooten, President Board o.f Regents, University o.f Texas: 
"SIR:-In reply to your inquiry of this date, relative to the amount of 
the University fund appropriated for the support of the Prairie. View 
Normal School, you are informed that the sum of $z7,600 was appropri-
ated, and of said amount there has been disbursed the sum of $14,495,73_ 
Respectfully, 
WM. J. SWAIN, 
Comptroller." 
In answer to further inquiry the following item-
ized statement of amount disbursed was fur-
nished: 
"Hon. T, D. Tf/ooten, President Board o.f Regents University o.f Texas• 
Austin Texas: 
"SIR :-Enclosed I hand you statement of amounts paid out of Univer-
sity fund for the support of the Prairie View Normal School, from the 16th1 
of October, 1879, to the 12th of November, 1881, inclusive. 
Respectfully, 
WM. J. SWAIN, 
Comptroller." 
PRAIRIE VIEW NORMAL Sr.HOOL FROM UNIVERSITY FUND. 
1879 . 
October 16 .... . .. . .............. . ....................... $ 
November 8 ............... . ...... .. . . .......... . .. . .... . 
November 13........ . . . . . . . · ·. · . · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
December 3 ............ . .... · .. · · · · · · · · · · · ·. · · · · · · · · · ·. 
December 10 ........ . ... . ... ... ........... .... . .. . ..... . 
December 2 7. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . · . · . . .. · · · · . ... ...... ... . 
1880. 
January 6 ... .... .... . .. : .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... ... ..... . 
January 12... . .. .. .. . . . . . . . . .. . . ..... ... . .... . .. . . .. . 
January 12 ........................ . .. ........... .. .. .. 










I 73 O<> 
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January 23 ... .... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·· · · · · · · · · · · · . · .. : 
February 7 .•. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·.· · · · · · · · · · · . . 
February II •. . ....... . ..•... . ... ····•• · · · · · · · ····· · · · · · 
February i6 ... . ..... . . . .... . .. . · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ... · · · · 
l\.1arch 8 .. ... . ....... · .... ;. · · .. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·.· · · · · 
~:~~~ i6:: : : : :·: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : -: : . : : : : : : 
March 30 ..... . .... · · · · - · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
.. .. .. .. . . June 26 . . . . . . .. .. ··· · ·· ·· · · · ·· ······· ·.·· ·· · · .... . .- ... . 
June 27 . · · .. · · · .. ...... · · .. · · · · .. · · · · · · · · · · · .. ... . . 
July I .... . . . . .. ·. · .. - · · · · · • • -• • • • • · · • · · '·· •. ··_··.·: . • ... • • • 
July 22 .. . . . . . ... . . · · · .... . · · · •' · · · · ·· · · · · · · 
Jnly 22.. . . . . . . • .. . ... · • · · · · · · • · · · · • · __ • . . . . .. . . . . ......... . : ... 
August 4 '. . . · · · · · · • • · · · · · · ._ . · · • · · · · • · · · · · · · : .. . .. ..... . 
August i 7 ... . . · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · : . . ___ ... _ ... . 
August 3 l - • - • - .. · · · · · • · • · · · · · · · · · • • • : : . : • _ • .• • __ .. • .•. 
October 2 . ... . · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
g~~~~:~ :~ : : : : : : : : : : ·.:::::::::::::::::::::::: :·:: :::::: : 
November 16 . .. . . . · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
December 2 . .. .......... · .. • .. • .. • .... • .. .... . . .. .. . 
December 8 .... - . - . · · · · · · · · · · - - - · · · · · · · · · · ' .. . ...... . . 
December Io .. . - . . ... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
December 20 •.•.•. . ... · · · · · · · · · · · - · · 
December 24 .. . · . . · · · · · - - · · · · · · · · · 
I88r. 
. . ..... . .... .. ... 
8 . . . .. .. .. ..... .. . .. . . January ... . : · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · . . .. . . _ . ... . . . 
January 21 .. ...... . ....... · · ·:::::::::: · · 
February 10 . · · · · · · · · - · - · · · · · . . . . .. .. . 
February 28 .. . . · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
March 5 .. · · :. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · .. ... . . 
. . .. . ... .. .... ... .. March 9 .... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · . .. ... ... . 
March 15 . .. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·· ·· · · · - - -
March 15 .. .. · · · · ·. · · · · · -· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · . . . . . . . . . . 
March 18 ......... · · · - · · · · · · · · · ......... - . .... . 
.. . . .. . . . . . April 7 .. ... · ·. · · · · · · · · · · • · • · · '' . .. . . . . . . ... 
April 16 ...... .. ... · - - .... · .... · ...... · · '.'. :.°.:: ::: .. 
April 23 . . . .. ·. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·.' .. '..... . .. .. .. . . 
May II .. . . . ... · · .... .. .. · · ' .. .... .. : : : : ......... . 
May 27 . . .... · .. · · · .. ...... · ·. · · . . · .· .. . . .. 
. . ......... . . ... . f ~ ~; 51. •• -. . -. -. · .. ·. ·. • . ._ .. · ... ·. ·• : • • ._ · ... ·• : •. : : : : : : : : .. : : : : : : .· : .· : .. 
July 7 .. . . •• · · · • · - · · · · · · · · ·· · · · · · ... . ........ . 
July 13 ......... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · '. · · · · · 
July28 . . .... .. . .. ..... . ......................... . 























































August 19.. . . . ......... . . . . . . . ......................... . 
August 24 .. .. . · · · · · · · · · · · : · · · · · · · · · · · · • · · · · · · · · · · • · • • · · 
September 8... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ........ . 
September 15......... . ... ... · . ....... · .... · · · · .... . . 
September 24 ............ · . . . .. · · · · · · · .. · · · · · · · · · · · • · · 
September 29 . .....•.... · · · .... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · • • · · · · · · 
October 3 ......... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ' · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
October 6 ..................... ; .......... . ............. . 
October 5 .......... ... . .. ....•..•.................... .. 
October l l . . . . • • • • • • . . • . . • . . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • . . • . . .. 
October 13 ..................•• · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
October 29 .............. ·. · · · · · · • • · · · · · • • • · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
November 2 ••• • •• . ••.••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••.••••••.• 
November 7 ... . ................• · · · · ·. - . · · · · · · · · • • · · · · 
November 8 .......... . ......... . ....................... . 
November 9 ............•...•. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 


















Total . ...... .. .... ·. · ....... . .. . .................. · · $14,495 73 
According to these statements of the Comp-
troller. the sum of $13,104.27, though approi-ri-
priatecl hy the Legislature, was not disbursed. 
The sum of $14,495.73, however, was disbursed, 
and the Regents claim that it should be refund-
ed to the University, with interest. The claim 
is founded on the tact that the Prairie View 
Normal School is in no sense of the word a part 
or branch of the University. It is a State insti-
tution, it is true, and so is the Lunatic Asylum 
and the Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb and 
the Blind. The Legislature might as well draw 
on the University fund for the support of these 
institutions. The claim is, moreover, supported 
by the fact that not only has no additional ap-
priation for the Prairie · View Normal School 
been made or asked for out of the University 
fund, but the balance appropriated, $13,1,04.27, 
has never been disbursed. This amounts, in the 
opinion of the Regents, to a tacit acknowledg-
ment that the Prairie View Normal School is not 
entitled to further appropriations from the Uni-
versity fund, or even to the balance appropriated 
and not disbursed. It is respectfully submitted 
that if this institution is not entitled to draw 
any more money from the University fund, it is 
not entitled to what it has already drawn, and 
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t hat therefo1·e the $14,495.73 disbursed should 
be refunded with interest. 
B. Money hO'l"l'owed from the University fund by the 
State and not returned.-'rhe Legislature has at va-
rious times authorized certain amounts to be 
transferred from the University fund to the gen-
eral fund. 
It seems that an act was approved January 
31, 1860, authorizing $109,472.26 in United 
States bonds to be borrowed from the University 
funds for frontier defenses; that an act was ap-
proved January 29, 1861, borrowing for the per 
diem of members and officers of the extra ses-
sion $9,786.62 in specie; that an act was ap-
proved February 8, 18li1, borrowing tbr the or-
<1inary expenses of government $25,000 in United 
States bonds, and that an act was approved Jan-
uary 9, 1862, borrowing $1,500 in specie. The 
books of the Oomptroller show that undp,r this 
last act $1,520.40 was actna.lly drawn. The evi-
dent intention was to take it all, but it seems 
that the sum of fifty-seven cents was left. ·why 
this was ·not taken does not appear. In each ot 
these acts there is a distinct promise to pay the 
borrowed money back to the University as soon 
as there should be sufficient means in the trt!.as-
ury. According to the statements of the Comp-
troller, this promise was kept only in case ot 
the first and third transfers, amounting to 
$134,472.26. No provision has ever been n1ade 
by the State to restore the second and fourth 
transfers, amounting to $11,289.02. The Re-
gents, therefore, respectfully ask that this amount 
be refunded to the University, with interest from 
date of transfer. 
0. State warrants received for University lands but not 
paid by the State.-It seems that in Janua1'Y, 1862, 
there was to the credit ot the Uni vcrsity $.16,-
694. 77 in treasury warra1its, and that fron~ Jan-
uary, 1862, to June, 1865, there was received 
in warrants the additional "sum of $5,836.03, 
making a total of $22,530.80 to the credit of the 
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U n iv e rs it y fund. The non-interest bearing war-
rants, amounting to $10,300,41, were cancelled 
unde1 the following circumstances, as given by 
Comptroller Darden, in his report dated January 
6, 1881: ''Attention is called to the item $10,-
300.41 in Oomptroller,s certificate of debt, ap-
pearing to the credit of University land sales 
account. This certificate of indebtedness wa$ 
issui~d to that fund by the Comptroller, vV. L. 
Robards, June 8, 1865, in lieu of a like amount 
of State warrants which had been paid in to the 
credit of that fund for the purchase of Univer-
sity lands, under act of December 13, 18.63. 
These warrants were destroyed and the indebt-
edness of the State to the University fund re-
cognized by the Comptroller by the issuance of 
the certificate of debt.n This certificate of debt 
was recognized by the act of February, 188 3, 
and ordered to be paid in full ; but the $12,-
230. 39 in warrants bearing 10 per cent. ]nterest 
has never been paid. All of which is evidenced 
by the following statement from the Comptroller 
in answer to inquiry of November, 1886: 
"OFFICE OF COMPTROLLER, AUSTIN, Nov. 23, 1886. 
"Hon. T. D. Wooten, President Board of Regents, Austin, Texas: 
"Sir-In compliance with your request that I inform you how much of 
the University funds has been at different times appropriated to the 
general expenses of the State government, and whether all sums thus ap-
proptiated have been restored to the University fund, I give you the fol-
lowmg facts shown by the books and records of this department : 
"By authority of an act of the Legislature, approved January 3 l, 1860, 
there was transferred from the University fund to the general fund, for the 
Drdinary expenses of the government, the sum of $100,000, in United 
States bonds, and interest on the same, $9,472.26. 
By authority of an act ot the Legi~lature, approved January 29, 1861, 
there was a further transfer of $9 1786.62 from the University to the gen-
eral fund. 
On February 8, 1861, another act of the Legislature was approved, by 
which the additional tranfer of $25,000 was authorized from the Univer-
sity fund, and by a subsequent act, passed January 9, 1862. another 
transfer was made from the University fund to the general fund amount-
ing to $1,520 40, making the total amount of University funds used in 
payment of the ordinary curren~ expenses of the State government as 
follows: 
By act of January 31, 1860 .•••.................•.•....•• $109,472 26 
By act of January 29, 1861.... •• • . . . . . • . . • • . • . . • . . • • • • • . 9,786 62 
By act of Februry 8, 1861............................... 2-5,000 oo 
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By act of January 9, 1862 . . . • . . . . . • . • . . • • . • . . . . . . • . • • . . • 1,520 40 
The last transfer, viz.: January 9, 1862, consumed the whole of the 
University fund, with the following exception, viz .. 
Specie ••••••.........•........••.••...••....•••.•..•.• $ 
Treasury warrants ....•••••••••••••.•..•....•.......•.... . 
From Jan. 1862, to June 1865, received in warrants .•.•..•.. 
Making a total of warrants belonging to the University fund. 





Non-interest bearing warrants ........ . ..•..•......•.•.•.. $ 10,300 41 
Ten per cent interest bearing warrants . . . • . • • • . . . • • • . . • • • • 12,230 39 
These warrants were received from the sale of University lands and 
were paid into the treasury under authority of an act of the State Legis-
lature, permitting the purchasers of University lands to make payment in 
treasury warrants. 
On the 8th of June, 1865, the non-interest bearing warrants, viz.: 
$10,300.41, were cancelled, and a certificate of indebtedne~ s on the part 
<>f the State issued to the University fund. 
The remaining warrants, $12,230.39, belonging to the University fund, 
appear to have been dropped from the books of this office in compliance 
with section 3 of ordinance XII, of the Constitutional Convention, "se-
curing the common school fund and the University fund, and for other 
pu:rposes," passed April 2, 1866. 
In a-ccordance with the provisions of an act of the Legislature, ap-
proved November 12, 1866, there was issued to the University fund 
$134,372.26 in 5 per cent State bonds. These bonds covered the first 
and third transfers from the University fund, viz. : $109,472.25 and 
$25,000.00. 
No provision appears ever to have been made by the State to restore 
to the the University fund the amount embraced in the second and fourth 
transfers, viz.: $9,768.62 and $1,520.40, aggregating $u,289.02. 
By the provision of an act oi the Legislature, approved .febru~ry 23, 
1883, the $134,172.26 in 5 per cent bonds, with interest, and the $10,300.41 
certificate of debt were paid in full, leaving yet unrestored the amounts 
borrowed from the University funds by the act of January 29, 1861, and 
January 9, 1862, $u,289.02, and State warrants received in payment of 
University lands $12,230.39, the two items amounting to the sum of 
$.z3,5r9.4i. 
Respectfully, 
WM. J. SWAIN, Comptroller." 
A tten ti on is respectfully called to the fact 
that, in. the opinion of Comptroller Swain, there 
is no reason why the amounts borrowed from 
the University fund by the act of January 29, 
1861, and January 9, 1862, $9,768.02 and 
$1,520.41? should not be restored to the Univer-
.sity. But the Comptroller is of the opinion that 
interest bearing warrants, amounting to $12,-
230. 39, were dropped from the books of his of-
fice in compliance with section. 3 of ordinance 
XII, of the Constitutional Convention, ''securing 
-8-
the common school fu11d and the University fund 
and for other purposes," passed April 2, 1866. 
This section, so far as the University is con-
cerned, reads as follows: "Be it ordained, etc., 
That the Legislature, at its first session, shalli 
provide fo1' issuing coupon bonds of the State for 
the 5 per cent United States bonds, and interest,. 
transferred from the University fund to the State 
revenue account, in February, 18GO, and when 
issued they shall be placed in the treasury to· 
the credit of said fund. Be it further ordained,. 
That the Legislature of this State shall have nu 
authority and are hereby forbidden to assume or 
provide by taxation or otherwise, for the pay-
ment of any other clairn or pretended liability 
of the State to said fund. not enumerated in this 
ordinance." In view of the fact that the next 
Legislature convening in the sa1ne year in which 
the Convention met, and under the Constitution 
adopted by it, did assume and provide for the 
payment of other clailns, to-wit: The $25,000 
borrowed by act of February 8, 1861 ; and in 
view of the fact that Comptroller Roba1·ds, \vho· 
\Vas fully aware of this Constitutional provision,. 
recognized as valid the $10,300.41 in warrants,. 
by keeping this item on his books, the Regents 
respectfully suggest that the ordinance referred 
to by the Comptroller was intended to be con-
strued as referring to fraudulent and pretended 
claims, and not to money borrowed by an act of 
the Legislature, which solemnly pledges the State 
to refund the same as soon as po,ssible, nor to 
warrants which were received according to law 
in paymeHt for University lands for which pa-
tents were issued by the St.ate. It is presunrnd 
that the Convention of 1866 did not intend to 
deprive the University of any part of its appro-
priate fund, for in articte X, sec. 8, of the Con-
stitution adopted by this Convention, it is or-. 
dained that ''the moneys and lands heretofore 
granted or which may hereafter be granted foi· 
the endowment and support of one or more Uni-
versities, shall constitute a special tund for the 
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main tenan ce of said Universities; ·* * * and the 
Legislature shall have no power to appropriate 
the University fund for any other purpose than 
that ot the maintenance of said Universities.n 
The opinion is also ventured that this clailn of 
$12,2 30. 39 from interest bearing warrants, and 
the claim of $11,289.05 borrowed money, would 
have oeen recognized, as was the debt of $25,000~ 
had they not been simply overlooked; there be-
ing up to 1882 no board or officer whose espe-
cial business it was to bring to the notice of the 
Legislature n1atters relating to the University 
and its endowment. 
The Regents therefore ask that $ 12,230.39 with 
interest at 10 per cent from .Tune 1, 1856, be re-
paid to the University fund. 
To recapitulate: The funds ot the University 
clain1ed to have been appropriates to other pur-
poses by former Legislatures and still remain-
ing unpaid are as follows: 
A-The Prairie View Normal School Appropriation ........ $ 14,495 73 
Interest... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,214 26 
B-Money borrowed for State expenses............ . ... . . . II ,289 02 
Interest ............•......................... · · · · . 24,540 48 
C-Unredeemed warrants ................ · ..•.....•.... · ·. 12,230 39 
Interest.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28,028 oo 
Respectfully submitted, 
THOS. D. WOOTEN, 
President Board of Regents. 
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UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS, April 10, 1888. 
'To His Excellency, L. S. Ross, Governor of Texas : 
DEAR SIR :-In accordance with your request 
of March 28, that you be furnished v\'itb. in-
formation in regard to money due the Uni vers-
ity from the State, the following, in addition to 
statement already rendered, is most respectfully 
submitted: 
In eompliance with the act of January 4, 1862, 
:and of December 1G, 1863, of the Texas 
L egislature, Confederate notes were received by 
the State during the years 1862-1865, in pay-
ment for University lands. In Paschal's Digest, 
Article 3571, Note, it is said that "very large 
amounts, due the University fnnd, were paid in 
Confederate money, under these laws.'' 
The Regents have had some difficulty jn as-
certaining the exact amount paid for University 
land during the war in Confederate notes, and 
also in ascertaining the disposition of this money 
by the State authorities. Both of these points 
can now, however, be clearly stated; and the 
attention of your Excellency is most respectfully 
invited to their consideration. 
\Vhen the Texas State Convention assembled 
in Austin, February 7, 1866, "to alter or amend 
the Constitution of the State,'' one of its first 
acts was to appoint a "Committee on Finance" 
to audit, among other duties, the several trust 
funds of the State. On March 23, 1866, that 
Comn1ittee reported as follows : 
"The Committee find there has been paid into the Treasury,on account 
of University lands: 
Specie on account, principal and interest on notes .....•.... $ 37,932 04 
Ten !?er cent. inte.rest bearing warrants .•.•••..•• ____ ..•••. 12,230 39 
Non-mterest beanng w:trrants.............. . ............. 10,300 41 
Confederate notes....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • 114,804 48 
Transferred to State Revenue account.... . . • . . . . . . . • . . . .. . • 203,901 30 
Amounting to .............. . ..................•.... $379,168 62 
which ?~s ~een converted and expended, during the war, by the Stat!! 
authont1es. -Journal of the Texas State Convention of. 1866, page 
275 . 
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A letter of inquiry was addressed to the Comp-
troller, asking for information in regard to the 
item, "Confederate notes $114,804.48." The fol-
lowing answer was received: 
" OFFICE OF COMPTROLLER, AUSTIN, April 6, i888. 
·"Dr. T. D. Wooten, President Board of Regents, University of Texas, 
Austin, '.Texas: 
"DEAR SIR :-In reply to yours of the 4th inst., in which you ask the 
following: 'Referring to the report of the Finance Committee as 
published in the Journal of the Texas State Convention, assembled in 
Austin, February 7, r866, page 275,-I beg leave to ask, whether the 
amount of $u4,804.48, mentioned by the Committee as having been paid 
into the Treasury in Confederate notes on account of University hmds, 
has been kept on your books to the credit of the University fund? If not, 
why was it dropped?' I have to state, that the books of this office show 
the items that go to make up the $u4,804.48, referred to, disposed of as 
follows: $40,000.00 was transferred to State Revenue account on the 30th 
of May, 1863, by order of Comptroller; $14,804.48 was turned over to 
the Confederate States depositary at Austin, on February 28, 1865, to 
be exchanged for C. S. bonds, or notes of new issue. This is the last 
record made of this item. Neither of the amounts referred to, as mak-
ing up the $u4,804 .. 18, have been restored to the University fund. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
JNo. D. McCALL, 
Comptroller of Public Accounts." 
Upon the request for additional information 
and statement covering the period referred to as 
"during the war," the following balance sheet 
and expla1rnt0ry letter were received: 
UNIVERSU'Y FUND ACCOUNT. 
18.58 
Nov. l To amount receipt balance 
on band.this date In United 
1860 
l<'eb. 29 By amount expenses of land 
sales ........................ $1,641 45 
States Bonds..... ......... . . . 8100,000 00 By amount transferred to 
To Specie.......... ... . .... ... .... 1,972 26 State Revenue. . . . . . . . . . . . . 100,000 00 
By interest on same.... .. . . 9,47~ 62 1859 
Aug. 31 To amount of lnterE.>st on U. 
S. Bonda during month of 
August .. . ....................... .. . 
Nov. ~O To land sales In l\"ovember .. . 
Dec. 31 To land sales in December .. 
18·0 
.Jan. 3\ To land salt-a In January . . . . 
Fell. •9 To interest on U. S. Bonds to 
January!. ..................... .. 
'.l'o land sales In Feb'y, specie 
Mar. 31 To land aides in M11rcb " 
Aug. 31 To land sales In August " 
· N?J6
1
30 To land sales, quarter " 
Feb. 28 To land salt-a, quarter 
May 31 To land sales, quarter 
Aug. 31 To land sales, quarter 
Nov. 30 To land sales, quarter 
1862 
Feb. 28 To land sales, quarter 
b1ay a1 'l'o land sales, quarter 
To do, Confederate notes ... 
To do, Treasury warrants .. 
To do, 10 per ct. int. warr'ta 
Aug. 31 To land sales for quarter ... 
1861 
Feb. 28 By amount trausferred to 
5,000 00 State Revenue under act 
8,801 00 of January 29. 1•61. ... . ... 
11,180 41 Under act of Feb. 8, 1861.. 
1862 
6¥>. 84 Feb. 28 By amount transfl'rred to 
i:>tate Revenue ln payme't 
2,500 00 of contingent expenses of 
~M4 72 the Ninth Legi!lature ... . . 
199 16 By balance on band, trans· 
20:i 84 ferred to University land 
5,781 18 sales-specie ................ .. . 
Confederate notes .......... . 
10,!;26 00 'l'reasury warrants ... .... .. . 
















Sl6!',051 81 $168.051 81 
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UNIVER3JTY LAND SALES ACCOUNT. 
1862 
Nov. - To transfer from University Funds-balances .... $ .57 
Nov. 30 To Land !Sales ............ .......•••••... . . ······· · ·· 
1863 
Feb. 28 To Land Sales ......................... .......... . .....•........ 
)fay 31 To Land Sales ... .... ..... . ....•...• .. ....... .... ..... .. ... ..... .. 
~~~: ~ ~~ t~~~ ~!~~~·:::·:: ·.: ·. ·. ::·::.::·:: :·::·::~: .:.::.::.::.:::.:.: : 
186~ 
Feb. 29 To Land Sales. . .... . ..... ........... .. .. ...... . 
May 31 To transfer from Confederate notes to Treasury 
warrant column-deposited erroneouslv ..... 
Con!ra.. 
1863 
May 30 By transfer t-0 State Rev. by order Comptroller .. 
1864 
)fay 31 By transfer from Confederate Notes to Treasury 
1~ warrant column-deposited erroneously ...... . . . . 
Feb. 28 By amount non-int. bearini.r Confederate note8, 
old issue, delivered to P. Prir stley. C. S. deposi-
tary at Austin, by order of Comptroller, to be 
exchanged under the several laws of the C. l:l. 
Conll'ress and the State Legislature ralating 
thereto, f»r C. l:l. bonds and noteil of new issue. 
By balances . ..... ................. .. ................. ......... .. . 
.57 









E ......~('£> i::.::....,;i 
·a;i~ C> ~-ci:: o-.., .. 





17,586 09 57 9~ 





$119,933 48 $12;.!30 39 · 
SI0,000 00 
5,129 00 
.m $9.902 97 $119.933 JR $12,230 :l'J -----
JF65 
Feb. 28 To Balances ..... . ..........•. .. ..... ........ .. .•.. , ....... 57 S9,9:l-? 97 H2,230 311 · 
J\l ay 31 To Land Sales.. .......... ..... .. . . .. .... .... .. . . . . . . 1lf7 H 
June 8 To Con:ptroiler's certificate, issued in lieu of treas-
ury warrant............ . .. . . . •• •. ...... .. .. . .. . ......... .10,300 41 
.57 $10,300 41 Slll,300 41 $12,330 39 
Contra. 
1865 
June 8 By warrant concellcd and Comptroller's C3rtificate 
i>sued therefor .... ··········•··.. . . . . ............. . . . sir.~oo 41 . . . . ...... . ...... . 
By Balances ..... ......... .. ... ....................... . ...... 57 . . . . . . . . •.11;lOO 41 12,230 39 
.. ')7 SI0.000 41 SI0.3'10 11 Sl '.·•30 :'18 
•comptroller's 1·ertificate. 
To Balances on hand .... ..•••• .... .. ... .. . .. . ...... .... . .51 . . .• . . .. . $!0,3·)() 41 $1~.~30 39 
SUMMARY OF UNIVERSITY LAND SALES. 
To total receipts from all sources By total transfers to State r e venue .. ~135,76~ 28 
including balance on hand ~ov. I, _£J:. amountcxpense> of land sales . . l,6tl 45 
I~ . ................. . ....... ..... ......... $w;73) 5l< amount ' onfederate notes deliv-
ered to C. l:l. depositary to be con-
verted into new issue . . . . ... ... . .. . 71,801 '8 
b<ilances on hand Jun 8, '65,specie 57 
•!omptroller's certificate .. . ......... 10,:'IO 1 41 
10 per cent treasury w<irrants . . .. 12,2.<0 3~ 
!!8t,739 58 281,739 56 
'-OFFICE OF COMPTROLLER, AUSTIN, April 6, 1888. 
"Dr. T. D. Wooten, President Board o.f Regents, University o.f Texas : 
·'Dear Sir-Replying to your favor of the 4th inst., I herewith enclose 
itemized statement of the University fund and University land sales ac-
count, showing receipts, transfers and disbursements of same, from Nov .. 
1,1858, to June 8, 1865. Transfers are shown to State revenue account: 
as follows: 
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Act of Jan. 3r, I86o, U.S. 5 per cent. bonds .............. $100,000 oo 
Interest on same. . . . . . . • . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,472 26 
Act of Jan. 29, I86r, specie borrowed..................... 9,768 62 
Act of Feb. 8, I86r, " " . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . 25,000 oo 
Act of Jan. 9, I862, " " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1,521 40 
Transferred to revenue, May 30, 1863........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40,000 oo 
Total. ..... ........................•................ $185,762 28 
"Of these amounts the following items have been restored to the Uni· 
·versity fund in accordance with the provisions of an act of the Legisla-
ture, Feb. 23, 1883, namely: the first, second and fourth items of the 
.above, aggregating $134,472 .26, leaving a balance unrestored that was 
actually borrowed and so transferred, of $5 r,290.02. 
"The item of $40,000 that was transferred to State revenue account on 
the 30th of May, 1863, has this note with the entry: 'This amount is 
transferred by order of the Comptroller.' If there was any authority of 
"law for this transfer, no reference appears thereto, nor has any such law 
been found by this department. 
"The item of $74,804.48 Confederate notes, which appears in the dis-
·bursements, was turned over to P. Priestley, C. S. depositary at Austin, 
by order of Comptroller, on Feb. 28, 1865, to be exchanged under the 
several laws of the Confederate States Congress, and the State Legisla-
iture relative there to, for Confederate States bonds arid notes of new 
·issue. 
"The item of Comptroller's certificate of $10,300-41 was restored to 
the University by act of Feb. 23, I883. 
"The remaining balance on hand June 8, I865, of the Io per cent. 
treasury warrants for $12,230.39 appears to have been dropped from the 
books of this office in compliance with section 3 of ordinance XII. of 
the State Constitutional Convention, on April 2, I866. 
"A summing up of the whole gives the following: 
.Amounts actually borrowed ... · . · · · ..... · · · · · · ........... $185,762 28 
Amount treasury warrants dropped. . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . 12,230 39 
Coniederate notes .... . ... · · ... ··· · · ·· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·.. 74,804 48 
-Comptroller's certificate .... . · · · · · · · .... · · · · · · · · · · . ..... . 10,300 4I 
Total ................ .. ··· · ········· .. ·······.····· . .. . $283,097 56 
.Amount restored .. . .. · · · ........ · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ..... 144,772 67 
---
Balance not restored ....... .. . · ······· · · · · · . · ...•.•.. $138,324 89 
''The following making up said balance: 
Amount transferred under act of Jan. 29, r86I .......... . $ 9,768 62 
Amount transferred under act of Jan. 9, 1862 · · · ·....•••... I,52I 40 
Amount of Comptroller's transfer May 30, I863........ . . . . 40,ooo 00 
Amount of Confederate notes turned for exchange for new 
issue ...................... ··········--- ·· ········... 74,804 48 
Amount of IO per cent. treasury warrants dropped.. . . . . . . . . 12,230 39 
Total .................... · · · · · · · · · · · · · ••.. · · · ..... $138,324 89 
"Trusting that the itemized statement furnished will prove satisfactory, 
"! have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
"]No. D. McCALL 
"Comptroller Public Accounts, State of Tex;s." 
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0f the items making up the balance ($188,-
324.89) not restored, it may be well to say that· 
item 1, $9,768.62; item. 2, $1,521.40, and item 
5, $12,230.39, are duly set forth, explained and. 
asked for, in statement previously filed with 
your Excellency. The remainder, item 3, $40,-
000, and item 4, $7 4,804.48, have not only not 
been restored, but so far as the Regents are in--
formed, the attention of the Legislature has. 
never been ca,lled to the fa<:t that this amount 
of money was at one time held by the State in 
trust for the l.Sniversity. The request of your 
Excellency, however, that full intormation be-
given you on these points, affords the Regents. 
an opportunity to call a.ttention to this fact. 
Since this amount, $114,804.48, is of the same· 
character as a part of the claim allowed in 188 3}· 
(for which allowance the University is largely 
indebted to the interest taken in the matter by 
your Excellency when a nrnn1ber oi:' the Senate,) . 
the Regents are led to believe that 1t will be· 
recognized and allowed. 
The facts as presented in statements of Comp--
troller are plain and indisputable. University 
lands were sold du ring a certain pe1·iod, by 
authority of the Legislature, for Confederate 
inoney. For these lands there was received in 
this money $114,804.48, which was placed to· 
the credit of the University fund. Of this an1ount. 
$40,000 was transferred by the Comptroller to-
the general revenue and used doqbtless in de-
fraying the ordinary expenses of the State gov-
ernment ; $7 4,804.48 was turned over to the: 
Confederate States depositary, to be funded un:-
der the laws ot the 0. S. Government in bonds 
fo1 the benefit of the University. None of thi::i 
money [$114,80.4.48]! paid for the. University 
landf:l by authority of the State Legislature has. 
been yest?recl to the University fund. TI:e 'only 
qtte8t10n is w~:iethel' the State is under obligation 
to i·eturn it. The Reg811ts are of the opinion ex-
pres3ec1 by the compile1· of Paschal's Digest: 
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"S uch payments" fConfederate monev for Uui-
versity lands] "may operate as discharges to the-
debtors, but it would seem to leave a just claim 
on the State in favor of the education [Univer-
sity] fund." Paschal's Digest, vol. 1, art. 3571, 
Note. 
The RegP,nts are willing to leave the statements 
of facts by the Comptroller to have their proper· 
weight, trusting that the fund borrowed in the 
time of the emergeucy of the State will be re--
turned to the Regents at the time of the eme1· .... 
gency of the University. 
1 t may not be- out of place to say that in re--
cognizing this claim of the University, which 
cannot be enforced in the courts, the Legisla-
ture will but follow in the footsteps of the 
general govennnent in allowing to Texas an in--
demnity fund, which the State had no power to 
enforee or ability to collect. What Uongress has 
jm:;t done the State Legislature can certaiuly do; 
especially as in doing this the Legislature will 
not be paying mon.ey to an outsider, but will 
be simply repaying to one department money 
borrowed from that department to pay the ex-
penses of another department ; or refunding se-
curities received by order of one departnient in 
trust for another department, which securities 
has since become worthless. 
It may be proper to say he1·e that this claim 
for money paid in Confederate notes for Univer-
sity lands has not been filed sooner, because the 
facts ·were not until rec~ntly suffi,ciently known 
to justify a formal presentation of the matter t(J 
your Excellency, and through you to the Honor-
able the Legislature of the State. 
In conclusion, it is respectfully stated that the 
full University claim, including a1nounts l'eforred 
to in previous papers, is as follows: 
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1. Amount paid Prairie View Normal School ..•....•.••••• $ 14,495 73 
Interest on same at 8 per cent. from April r, 1881, to May 
l,1888 ................. . ... ·········•··· ·· ·····••· 8,214 26 
2. Amount borrowed by act of Jan. 29, 1861............... 9,786 62 
Interest on same at 8 per :cent. from Jan. 29, 1861, to May 
1, 1888.... ... .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. ........................ 21,340 21 
3. Amount borrowed by act of Jan. 9, 1862................ 1,520 40 
Interest on same at 8 per cent. from Jan. 9, 1862, to May 
1, 1888. . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,200 27 
4. Amount of 10 per cent. warrants . ........................ 12,.230 39 
Interest on same at 10 per cent. from June 1, 1865, to May 
I, 1888 ... , ... • • ...•..•......... , .•.... • • · • . . . . . . . . 28,028 00 
5. Amount transferred by Comptroller May 30, 1863...... . • 40,000 oo 
Interest on same at 8 per cent. from May 30, 1863, to May 
1, 1888 . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . 78,880 98 
6. Amount turned over to C. S. depositary Feb. 28, 1865.... 74,804 48 
Interest on same at 8 per cent. from February 28, 1865, to 
:rvray 1, 1888.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . 138,687 53 
Total ........................•.•........ . ......... $431,188 85 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
THOS. D. WOOTEN, 
President Board of Regents. 
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WACO, TEXAS, April 4, 1888. 
To His Excellency L . S. Ross, Austin, Texas : 
DEAR SIR :-Believing that you will receive respectfully any commun-
ication from your fellow citizens concerning matters of public interest, I 
haye ventured to write you relative to a very important interest of 
T~xas. 
You may possibly recall the fact that on the day I enjoyed your 
hospitality, so kindly extended, last summer, I had been visiting the 
State University. 
Very decided impressions made on my mind that day are responsible 
for this communication. This institution, from the very beginning, had 
been to me a matter of great interest. 
While I was disappointed at the loss of its location to Waco, my inter-
est suffered no abatement therefor. 
Hence my investigations regarding the real status of its affairs while in 
Austin. 
I could find no fault in the site, none in the faculty, none in the methods 
of instruction. On the contrary I was proudly gratified, at all I saw and 
heard in these directions. But I could not help being struck with the 
conviction that the Regents, Faculty and Students were sorely handi-
capped by vastly inadequate buildings and by lack of availability , at least 
in the funds set apart for endowment purposes by the patriotism of our 
Texas Fathers. 
My own conscious lack of influence on those who have the power to 
remedy these harmful (and it seems to me unnecessary) deficiencies 
has kept me siler1t hitherto, 
But the announcement of a called session of the Legislature and the 
cause therefor, so rekindled my interest in this matter, that !felt constrained 
to urge somebody to.give attention to it. 
So constrained, I could call to mind no oni::, who, as I have ventured 
to suppose, would listen more kindly and respectfully to my plea, than 
yourself. 
It would be uncalled for on my part, and wholly unnecessary for you, 
for me to state specifically what is now most needed by the State 
University. 
The report of the Board of Regents and their presence in Austin, render 
such a specific statement presumption on my part. But I do know some-
thing of the popular mind. The people desire to see this institution put 
upon a first-class basis as to material resources and facilities. 
I would not for one moment assume to advise you as to the subject 
matter or manner of your forthcoming message to the Legislature in called 
session, but I do request that you will, after your own methods and ac-
cording to your own sources of information, consider whether it may not 
be well to make some specific recommendation as to appropriations to 
this institution. 
I ask it in behalf of a great public interest, destined, as I believe, to 
exert a mighty influence on the future destiny of our State. 
If Mr. Jefferson, whom we both so much admire, counted it worthy of 
a life work to build up the Virginia University, and sleeps to-day under 
an epitaph, proudly commemorative of this fact. Have I presumed in at-
tributing a similar spirit to the present Governor of a greater Common-
wealth? 
No man can read the Hon. A. W. Terrell's g-reat address before ou 
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State University and thereafter shut his eyes to the magnitu_de ~nd mul-
titude of the great interests grouping around our State University_. In-
terests and potentialities, however, are crippled and throttled by made-
quate provision for developem~nt. 
If I have ventured too far in this appeal upon any suggestion, or clothed 
it in unbecoming expression, I must trust to your friendship for forgive-
ness . Very respectfully, 
B. H. CARROLL. 
WACO, TEXAS, April 1, 1888. 
Hun. L. S. Ross, Ans/in, Texas: 
DEAR GOVERNOR-Ever since I learned, through the papers, that you 
would call an extra session of the Legislature, to provide for receiving 
and -furni shing the new Capitol and to make disposition of the indem-
nity fund from the United States government, I have wanted to write to 
you in the interest of the University of Texas-an interest which you 
know, as a Texan, is very dear to my heart. 
As you are aware, we have no adequate buildings, and it has occurred 
to me that now, as all of the State Departments have been provided 
with elegant apartments in character and keeping with our great State, 
and wise plans have been inaugurated for taking better care of the con-
victs in our penitentiaries, the unfortunates in our Deaf, Dumb, Blind 
and Insane Asylums, and a reformatory has been established for re-
claiming the youthful criminals of our State, and an orphan asylum 
founded, that a home may be had for the parentless children of Texas, 
that they may be rescued from the paths of crime, that it would be a 
befitting occasion for advanced steps to be taken to carry out the cher-
ished hopes of our fathers, in making ample and adequate provision for 
the higher education of the youth of our land. It has been with pecu-
liar gratification that I have witnessed the foresight, wi·sdom and patriot-
ism you have displayed during your administration, in advancing the 
interests of all these charitable institutions of our State, and I have felt 
that but one step further was needed to place this last-which should be 
the greatest of all our institutions, the University of Texas-:ipon a firm 
basis. 
It occurs to me that this need is pressing, that we may complete at 
!tome, and not abroad, the education of our children in the higher 
branches of learning. The benefits of the immense revenues which are 
l,lnnually expended in our common schools will be largely lost if there is 
not a way opened for the free education of the meritorious children of 
Texas in the higher branches of learning. They must get this advanced 
training at home, or be compelled either to do without it or seek it else-
where, thus taking from our State thousands of dollars annually, to say 
nothing of the lessons of patriotic devotion to all that is Texan, and the 
harmonious development of that homogeneity of character which can 
alone be infused and wrought out during the earlier years of life, and 
which constitute the strength and power of a great people. 
This immense indemnity fund comes at a time when we already have 
an overflowing treasury, and I know of no institution 'which has sue h 
claims upon the State, and whose needs are so great as the University. 
I have felt , too, that a recommendation from you that a portion of this 
fund be applied to this object at this time, would be in strict accord with 
"lite eternal fitness of !!tings." The placing of all the former State ins ti-
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tutions upon a firm basis, and the inauguration of others to meet the 
growing needs of our people, have been the distinguishing features of 
your administration. 
The weight of your personal influence and deserved popularity grow-
ing out of the confidence of the people and their representatives in your 
sagacity and patriotism, would doubtless lead to the adoption of any 
measure you might recommend. I know you will be guided by an ear-
nest desire to promote the public good, and if this suggestion meets the 
approval of your own judgment, and the timely aid thus extended shall 
result in establishing upon an enduring basis the University of Texas, I 
shall _feel the best interests of our State have been subserved, and a 
-crowning glory added to your own well-earned reputation. In this, as 
you know, I shall ahvays feel the deepest interest. 
Sincerely your friend, 
WM. L. PRATHER. 
PARIS, TEXAS, March 28, 1888 . 
. Hon L. S. Ross, Austin, Texas : 
DEAR GovERNOR-I take the liberty of calling your attention to the 
indebtedness of the State to the University, with the hope that you will 
submit it with your recommendation, as a proper subject for the action 
of the Le~islature at the contemplated extra session. It is needless to 
remind a gentleman of your intelligence and broad views, of the ines· 
timable advantages to the State of a well conducted University. 
I know of no principle, save force, that would cmable a State, acting 
as trustee, withholding these funds, more especially when the State has 
not the excuse of want of ability. The University will never need its 
funds more than now, nor will the State ever be in better: condition to 
settle. I have been long a citizen of Texas, deeply interested in its wel-
fare, and feel that I have a right to approach the Governor on a subject 
of such grave importance. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
s. B. MAXEY. 

